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Tuesday 20 November 2018 
 
Coming up 

22 November Eden Albert/Central Zones Athletics 
23 November Year 4 marae visit 
29 November 5:30–7:30pm International Night 
 
4 December Junior Athletics Year 1–3  
5 December 2:00pm Moving On Up ceremony (Year 6 graduation) 
7 December 9:00–9.45am Prizegiving assembly Year 1–3 (by invitation) 
7 December 10.00–11.00am  Prizegiving assembly Year 4–8 (by invitation) 
7 December Reports emailed home 
10 December 2019 class visits and house movie day 
11 December 10.30am Parent Helpers Morning Tea 
11 December Year 8 Graduation  
14 December Last day of term –​ school closes 1.30pm 

12:30pm Final Assembly  
 

Quick Look 
● Jump Jam - more success 
● Prizegiving Assemblies 
● Class placements 2019 
● International Night - are you coming?  

 

 

What a wonderful weekend of cultural talent. We        

had four groups perform at the Eden Albert Cultural         

Festival on Saturday. A very special thank you to         

Gaylene Hewlett and Kiri Kaimanu Wheeler for their        

work with the Kapa Haka group this year. Thanks         

also to Penny Low for coordinating the various Indian         

and Chinese dance groups. See below for more        

details and photos.  

 

Jump Jam – The gift that keeps on giving 

Congratulations to the Year 3–4 Give It Up Jump Jam team who have been awarded a Jump Jam DVD                   

for the school to use. This is a real honour in recognition of our team's success at the North Island                    

Championships; we were the only ones who were picked for this special prize. Well done again,                

team. 

 

Staff Celebrations 

Congratulations to Ben Nisbett (Room 16 teacher), who got married last weekend.  
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Bridie Zarifeh and Jessica Field (pictured at right) are now fully registered 

teachers after two years of mentorship within our school.  They will be 

welcomed formally into the profession at a ceremony with other new 

teachers from Auckland Central Community of Schools  (ACCOS) on 

Thursday evening. 

 

Prizegiving Assemblies  

As we draw near to the end of another year, we take time to celebrate               

success around our school cornerstones with our cornerstone badges and          

of course the various cups and awards. There has been some discussion            

in the media of late with a couple of schools abandoning prizegiving. I             

thought I would take this opportunity to share our perspectives and           

outline our process.  

 

Our badges are based on our cornerstones which we have taken from what we see as the legacy                  

from our house namesakes, not based on academic excellence.  
 

Hillary - Reaching for the Sky 

Sheppard - Leading the Way 

Snell - Excelling through Effort 

Te Kanawa - Nurturing our Human Spirit 
 

We very much realise that each student would love a badge each year. Over the years, and based on                   

feedback from parents, we have developed a process that reflects both equity and excellence. Many               

students could be considered for each category each year, and indeed some students may well go                

through their eight years at Kohia and never receive a badge. If we have two of three nominees, we                   

will look back on the previous 2 - 3 years of recipients and will award it to the student who has not                      

previously had a badge.  Some students may get 2 if not 3 badges over their time at KTS.  
 

The criteria for the cups have been on the school website all year. The cups do more reflect                  

excellence in the various categories. Many staff are consulted when deciding on the recipient each               

year.  
 

Parents of those who are receiving badges or cups will receive an invitation to the prizegiving                

assembly by the end of the week. We would love to have all parents attend but space is limited,                   

hence the invitation to only the parents of the prizewinners.  
 

7 December, 9.00 - 9.45 Junior prizegiving: Year 1 – 3 students 

7 December, 10.00 - 11.00 Senior prizegiving plus sports awards: Year 4 – 8 students 
 

Parents who are invited to both assemblies are welcome to join us for a cup of tea in between.  
 

Class lists 

We are in the final stages of class placements for 2019.  Thank you to those who have informed us if 

you are not attending KTS next year.  If you are moving your children to another school, or out of the 

country for next year, could you please let us know as soon as possible.  This will ensure we have 

balance in classes around gender, ethnicity, learning needs and friendship groups.  Students will 

have time in their new class with their new teacher on Monday 10th December.  The last newsletter 

of the year will detail the staffing organisation.  
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